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The Meaning of Transition
Transition concerns the change a child encounters from one place to another. As children develop from birth throughout childhood they move, or transition, from one learning environment or setting to a new one. Often, these transitions involve a process of change that requires them to adapt their thoughts, feelings and behaviours to meet new expectations. By the time a child reaches school age they may have already experienced several transition periods including: 

· The transition from home to the Nursery 

· The transition from one provider (Nursery or Childminder) to another during the working week 

· The transition from the Nursery to a school

Transition is like a journey and takes time, preparation and planning. Adults can help a child’s journey into new territory by supporting them before, during and after the transition occurs. Parents and Practitioners need to work together, sharing information they have about the child and what support he or she may need. 

Aims:

· To ensure a smooth transition between settings, year groups and key stages for parents, children and practitioners

· To ensure information is shared between different settings/childcare providers in terms of children’s development, learning records and any other information

· To ensure parents, children and practitioners have adequate information relating to transition

· To ensure the children begin their new setting or year group enthusiastic and ready for learning

Transition from Home to the Nursery

· A term before a child is due to start the parents are sent a Registration Pack which includes Medical Form, Emergency Contact Details form and Starter Form. The Head Teacher together with the key people look through these forms to see if there are any special needs/allergies/medical issues and also read the Starter Form which gives information about current abilities of the child.  This helps to make the individual planning for the child.
· If necessary the Head Teacher speaks to the child’s previous setting/childminder to obtain further information about any special needs children.

· Previous settings are contacted to ask if any learning records can be shared.

· Children are encouraged to visit the Nursery with their parents for the initial visit. Parents are given information about the Nursery during this visit. Parents are also given a Prospectus with the information about the Nursery and some of our Policies and Procedures.

· On their first day at the Nursery children meet their key people who work closely with parents and observe their key-children to ensure smooth transition and settling in (see “Settling in Procedure”).
· Settling in policy and procedures are sent to the parents as part of the Registration Pack as well as term dates, terms and conditions and Safeguarding policy.
· Children are encouraged to bring their favourite toy from home to comfort them during the first days at the Nursery.

· Settling-in report is filled in and shared with the Parents.
The transition from one provider (Nursery or Childminder) to another during the working week

· We ask if a child attends more than one Nursery/Childcare Provider on the Registration Confirmation Form which is sent out to all parents before their child starts the Nursery.

· The Head Teacher and the key people aim to develop links with childminders/other Nurseries the children attend by sharing some of the achievements that the children have made.

· Childminders/other Nurseries are encouraged to add to the school’s record of achievements for the child.

· The other Nursery is contacted and asked if the reports/information on achievements can be shared.
The transition from the Nursery to a school

· During the last term children have a “Going to School” topic. A classroom is set up in the nursery and children are familiarised with who is who in the school, they also have an opportunity to try on school uniform.

· We encourage older children to attend longer sessions to include afternoons so they get ready to attend longer hours at school.  
· During the last half of the Summer term we have an ‘Our School’ display, to ensure that all of the children feel valued and important in their new venture. We ensure that all schools attended by our children are included in our big display.

· Throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage children’s learning and development is regularly observed through the use of focussed planned observations and incidental observations. These assessments of children’s learning are recorded in an assessment portfolio, which are shared with children, parents and staff. As part of the transition to KS1 the final reports are passed to the parents who can then show them to the Year 1 team at their school.

Equal Opportunities

All children are provided with equal opportunities to an effective transition in which there are no barriers based on race, sex, culture or ability. Children and parents are actively involved in the process of transition and their perceptions are explored and valued.
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